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7 Tuesday, 6:30-8:30pm
iPad 101 Workshop

The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 McLeod Road
Contact Monica: 715-0170 ext 303

13 Monday, 7-8:30pm
Parent to Parent Support Group
WCEL, 2001 H St, Bellingham
Contact Christine: 255-2056

15 Wednesday, 5-7pm
The Arc’s Pizza Party

Cornwall Park
Contact Makenna: 715-0170 ext 205
*see page 3 for more details

16 Thursday, 7-8:30pm
Autism 200 Workshop Series:
Facilitating Early Communication
WWU Communications Clinic
Contact Eva: eva.baharav@wwu.edu

18 Saturday, 6pm
People First of Whatcom County
Center for Independent Living
114 West Magnolia, Suite 104
Contact Ken: 441-0104

21 Monday, 6-8pm
Spin Dance and Ice Cream Social

Senior Center, 315 Halleck Street
Contact Amanda: 778-7000
*Out of the Ashes band will be playing*

25 Saturday, 6:30-7:30pm
Parent to Parent Swim Social
Arne Hanna Aquatic Center
Contact Christine: 255-2056

September 2012
8 Saturday, 10am-12pm
Youth Self Advocacy

The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 McLeod Road
Contact Beverly: 715-0170 ext 306

25 Tuesday, 6:30-8:30pm
Back to School Workshop

The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 McLeod Road
Contact Monica: 715-0170 ext 303

*SAVE THE DATE*
Down syndrome Outreach
9th Annual Buddy Walk
Saturday, October 6th

The Arc’s Sprout Film Festival
Attracts and Inspires Hundreds

The Arc’s National Sprout Film Festival at The Pickford
Film Center on June 7 was a tremendous success.

The event showcased beautiful films by and about
people with developmental disabilities and helped
promote a greater acceptance of differences and
to breakdown stereotypes. The selection included
documentaries, interviews, stories, as well as short
music videos.
Nearly four hundred students, parents, community
members, and business leaders attended the festival
and were inspired and encouraged by the films. Due
to such high interest, an additional screening was
added to accommodate more attendees.
The response from all three screenings was incredibly
exciting and powerful. Tears of joy, acceptance and
understanding were plentiful; as was the question,
“PLEASE say this will be an annual event, right? It’s
wonderful!”
To see more photos from the festival, please visit The
Arc’s website: www.arcwhatcom.org/blog. To learn
about the Sprout organization, visit www.gosprout.
org. We look forward to another film festival soon!

Special Thanks to Our Festival Sponsors and Donors
Your generosity helped make this inspiring film festival a reality for our community.Thank you!
Lakedale Resort
Connections Speech
Daylight Properties
The Bellwether
MGM Solutions
Zazen Salon Spa
Cascade DAFO
The Arc of WA
Purple Smiles Wine Northwest Honda
Mindport
NAPA Auto Parts
Silver Reef Casino
Sunset Car Wash
Ciao Thyme
Golds Gym
The Chrysalis
Mallards Ice Cream
Pure Bliss
The Woods Coffee
Kulshan Cycle
Walton Beverage

All are in Bellingham unless otherwise noted.

The mission of The Arc of Whatcom County is to improve the quality of life, increase the independence
and assure the full inclusion in the community of any person with a developmental disability.

The Latest in Whatcom County & Washington State

Improving Care Coordination for Families
“When my child
needs help,
who do I call?”

Whatcom Taking Action Receives
Grant to Launch New Helpline
It is often confusing to know who to call when you have a medical or
developmental concern about a child. Families and providers need to
know where to turn when they have a concern about a child, as early
detection and intervention are critical to improving outcomes.
The Arc of Whatcom County, as lead fiscal agent for Taking Action,
recently received a grant from the Whatcom Community Foundation
to establish a Single Entry Access to Services (SEAS) line. Families will
be able to call the SEAS number to connect them to comprehensive
care coordination and guidance to all appropriate social, health, and
behavioral care services for their child. The line is currently being
developed, and updates will be posted in upcoming newsletters.

What is Whatcom Taking Action?

Whatcom Taking Action for Children and
Youth with Special Health Care Needs
(CYSHCN) is a community partnership
developed to improve and integrate familycentered health care and support services
to CYSHCN and their families in Whatcom
County. This concerted effort includes
parents, public health officials, service
providers, schools, non-profit groups, and
physicians working together to advance
services for children in Whatcom County.
Taking Action is committed to establishing
a system of coordinated and collaborative
care that is easy for families to access and
navigate.

Who are CYSHCN?

CYSHCN are children and youth who
have care needs that are beyond what a
typical child would have. This includes not
only medical issues, but also emotional,
developmental, and behavioral needs.
About 15% of children in Washington
State have special health care needs,
which equates to approximately 6,300
children in Whatcom County.

Want to learn more about the care coordination plan for Whatcom County?

If you would like to become involved with Whatcom Taking Action or have questions, call Monica at 715-0170 ext 303,
or email monicab@arcwhatcom.org. To learn more, visit: http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/health/children/taking_action.jsp.

What do you think about early intervention services?

Parent Input Needed for County Plan
The mission of the Whatcom Interagency Coordinating
Council (WICC) is to provide leadership in assuring that
children with developmental delays, and their families,
receive necessary services. Early intervention is a collection
of services families may need for their infants or toddlers
with developmental delays or disabilities. The Whatcom
ICC membership includes providers of early intervention
services, parents, health department and school district
representatives.
The WICC is currently developing the 3 year county plan for early intervention services. It is
important to get feedback from parents on their experiences with early intervention. Focus
groups have been conducted, and online surveys are currently being distributed. If you are the
parent or caregiver for a child in early intervention services or a recent graduate of such services,
contact your Family Resource Coordinator (FRC) or Monica (715-0170 ext 303, monicab@
arcwhatcom.org) for a survey. Your input is extremely valuable to improving services.
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Feds Approve ABA Therapy
as Medical Benefit
A recent change in federal policy could
lead many more families affected by
autism to gain insurance coverage for
applied behavior analysis.
The U.S. Office of Personnel Management
said that it has determined there is
enough evidence behind the use of ABA
therapy to deem it a medical rather
than an educational service. The office
is responsible for managing benefits for
federal government employees, so the
announcement paves the way for health
plans offered to government workers to
include coverage for the popular autism
therapy for the first time.
(Source: www.disabilityscoop.com)
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Upcoming Community Activities and Opportunities

Come join the fun & meet other families!
The Arc is hosting a

Children and
adults of all ages are
invited to come join the
fun. This is a great opportunity
to reconnect with friends, meet
new families and share a great
evening together. We hope to
see you at the park
on August 15th.

PIZZA PARTY
and you are invited!

Cornwall North Picnic Shelter (right by the spray park)
5:00 – 7:00 pm, Wednesday, August 15
Pizza and beverages will be provided by The Arc. If you are able, please
bring a potluck dish to share. For more information, contact Makenna:
(360)715-0170 ext. 205, makennap@arcwhatcom.org.

Autism 200 Series Workshops
Autism 208: Facilitating Early Communication Skills, August 16
Autism 209: Bullying, September 20
The Autism 200 series is video teleconferenced from 7:00-8:30 pm at WWU’s
Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic in the AIC building, third floor room 364.
Contact Dr. Eva Baharav: Eva.baharav@wwu.edu, (360) 650-3881 with the
number in your party and whether you need a parking voucher.
Requirements to attend the Autism Series teleconference at Western Washington
University have changed. Attendance is still free of charge, but you MUST enroll
in advance to attend. (Please note that this teleconference site may be cancelled
if low enrollment.)

New Local Office for The Center for Independence

The Center for Independence has opened an office in Whatcom County to assist
with independent living services for people with disabilities. The office is located
at 114 West Magnolia, Suite 104, Bellingham. For more information, visit: www.
cfinorth.org or call (360) 393-3890.
The Parent Coalition newsletter
is published monthly by:
The Arc of Whatcom County
2602 McLeod Road
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 715-0170
www.arcwhatcom.org
OFFICE HOURS: 9am-12pm M-F

Newsletter Production Staff:
Amy McKinley, Nancy Briegel, Christine Stone,
Sonja Hellinga, Olivia Murguia, Amanda Daviau,
Mt. Baker High School students and other volunteers.
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The Parent Coalition

The Arc of Whatcom County provides leadership
support for a broad-based coalition of persons
with developmental disabilities and their parents/
guardians. The goal of the Parent Coalition is to
enable persons with developmental disabilities
and their parents/guardians to become effective
and involved in accessing community services.
Funded by grants from the Developmental Disabilities Program
of Whatcom County, the United Way and your donations.
The Parent Coalition of Whatcom County

iPad 101
Workshop
6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, August 7
This workshop is designed for people who
are very new to the world of iPads. “Should
I buy one? What features does it include?
Will it work for my family?” Note: there will
be future workshops for the more advanced
iPad users.
The workshop will be held at The Arc’s Dan
Godwin Community Center, 2602 McLeod
Road, Bellingham. Please RSVP to Monica:
715-0170, ext 303, monicab@arcwhatcom.
org. (If you have an iPad, please bring it.)

Board of Directors

Ken Larson, President
Katie Edson and Maureen Monroe, Co-Vice Presidents
Melissa Bartel, Secretary
Patty Reimers, Treasurer
Jennifer Schouten, Dale Whipple & Veonne Brown
The Arc of Whatcom County Board meets the
last Saturday of the month from 10am-12pm.
All are welcome to attend.
Executive Director: Beverly Porter
Office Manager: Christine Stone
Parent Coalition Co-Coordinator: Monica Burke
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Choice and Self-Determination

Inclusive and Fun
Summer Activities
Summer Camp Directory

Free Parks Pass
for People with Disabilities

The National Park Service is offering a
free pass to federal recreation sites for
people with disabilities who present
documentation of disability status and
ask for the free Access Pass. This lifelong pass provides that person, along
with three other adults, free admission
to federal recreation sites around the
country. For more details, visit www.
nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm.
Washington State Parks also offers
pass programs that reduce or waive
camping, moorage and watercraft
launch fees for limited-income senior
citizens, disabled veterans, foster
parents and people with disabilities.
For more information, visit www.
discoverpass.wa.gov/exemptions/.
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Seattle Children’s Hospital has a directory of
camps and programs for children with special
health care needs. Visit http://cshcn.org/sites/default/files/webfm/file/
SummerCampDirectory2012.pdf. To order a free copy of the directory, call
(866) 987-2500.

Bellingham Parks and Recreation Department

A wide range of music programs, arts and crafts, and field trips for individuals
with developmental disabilities. Visit: www.cob.org/documents/parks/
recreation/leisure%20guide/2012-summer-leisure-guide.pdf or call: (360)
778-7000.

Max Higbee Center

A community-based recreation program for adults (14 years and older) with
developmental disabilities. This program is all about getting out into the
community and having fun! Visit: www.maxhigbee.org or call: (360) 733-1828.

Out of The Ashes
Out of the Ashes is now playing
Tuesdays from 4-6pm at Boundary
Bay. Come enjoy the beautiful
weather and great rock & roll
music...AND be inspired by the
talented musicians!
The Parent Coalition of Whatcom County

Autism Day WA

*FREE admission, shirts, activities*
11am-3pm, Saturday, Aug 11th
Jubilee Farm, Carnation, WA
For more information,
visit www.autismdaywa.com
or call (425) 802-7420.
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