We all need a little help from time to time.
The Arc is the place to start for families and
individuals needing information, advocacy
and support.
Our Mission
To improve the quality of life, increase the
independence and assure the full inclusion
in the community of all persons with
developmental disabilities.
Our Vision
The Arc of Whatcom County will be an
effective resource, a strong advocate and
a dedicated base of support for individuals
with developmental disabilities and their
families.
Our History
In 1936, concerned parents formed the
organization that later became known
as The Arc. Eighty years later, over 2000
community members look to The Arc
of Whatcom County for information,
advocacy and support.
The Dan Godwin Community Center
Built by volunteers, families and businesses,
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
is open to everyone and welcomes people
of all ages and abilities. Educational
workshops, support groups, recreational
activities and much more are available.
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Together, we can help everyone reach their potential!
Get Involved

People with developmental disabilities
are people first; their disabilities are
secondary. They are equal citizens
and community members with needs,
wants and dreams like everyone else.
With respectful support, education and
advocacy that allows them choice and
control over their own lives, these needs
can be met and dreams achieved.
Helping People Help Themselves
Whatever your age or situation, The Arc can
help your family identify valuable services
and supports. Whether you want to advocate
for educational services, navigate the maze
of government agencies, or simply connect
with other families facing similar challenges,
The Arc is your source for information,
advocacy and support.

Contribute Financially

Your generous donation, whether $5 or $500,
supports individuals with developmental disabilities by
providing one-on-one support for families, workshops
and advocacy classes, informative newsletters,
research about disabilities, recreational activities for
individuals with developmental disabilities, and more!

Become a Member

Your membership supports programs for individuals
with developmental disabilities. Members have the
opportunity to vote and participate in the governance
of The Arc. Anyone can be a member!

Programs & Services

Donate Used Goods

The Arc of Washington picks up used clothing from
donation bins and homes. A portion of the proceeds
are paid directly to The Arc to fund programs and
services. To schedule a pick up, call 1-800-446-4980
or (360) 671-3344.

Parent Coalition

The goal of the Parent Coalition is to enable persons
with developmental disabilities and their parents/
guardians to become effective and involved in
accessing services and supports.

Volunteer

Our volunteers help us distribute newsletters, produce
calendars, teach community classes and organize
events. We couldn’t operate without the generous
support of community members like you!

Down syndrome Outreach

Creating a supportive and inclusive community for
people with Down syndrome and their families.

Young Adult Self-Advocacy

Young Adult Self-Advocacy (YASA) is for young adults
ages 16-30 with developmental disabilities. YASA
members are encouraged to develop and practice
skills to become strong self-advocates, promoting
choice and self-determination.

Inclusion Advocacy
& Disability Awareness

The Arc provides education to schools, businesses
and community groups to promote full inclusion for
people with developmental disabilities.

Whatcom Taking Action

The Arc is a part of a community-wide partnership
to improve services for health care, development
and support for children and youth with special
healthcare needs. For more information about Taking
Action, visit www.whatcomtakingaction.org.
The Arc of Whatcom County

|

2602 McLeod Road

|

Bellingham, WA 98225

|

phone: (360) 715-0170

|

fax: (360) 715-8522

|

www.arcwhatcom.org

