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Taking Action Receives Grant for 
New Evaluation System

Whatcom Taking Action, a community collaborative committed to improving 
the quality and availability of supports and services for children with special 

needs, has recently been awarded a five-year $250,000 Healthy Tomorrows grant 
from American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the Federal Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA). This award was presented to The Arc of Whatcom 
County as lead fiscal agency for Whatcom Taking Action.  

The grant will be used to hire staff and cover other costs associated with setting up 
a coordinated evaluation system in our county. These funds will help to increase 
the local availability and coordination of screening, evaluation, and family-centered 
services for children 0-8 with developmental and behavioral concerns.

Frequently, children with developmental or behavioral concerns are not identified as 
early as they could be. The children that are identified must often wait 6-12 months 
to go through the process of evaluation for services. Time waiting for services wastes 
precious time in a critical period of brain development.   

An increase in early identification, evaluation, and services for children with 
developmental and behavioral concerns helps even the playing field for all children. 
This will improve the odds that more children will thrive at home and at school.

Taking Action’s work so far has been supported by generous funding from the 
Chuckanut Health Foundation, Whatcom Community Foundation, United Way of Whatcom County, the Whatcom 
County Health Department and by the support and contributions of the many Taking Action community partners.  

“The grant will allow us to provide more timely and coordinated evaluations locally for Whatcom County children at 
risk for developmental and behavioral problems. Providing these services will get children into needed treatment earlier. 
Months matter for developing brains birth to five. Further, the grant-supported pilot is intended to demonstrate how 
these critical early evaluation services can be sustained when the federal dollars are gone.” - Ken Gass, Lead Pediatrician 
for the project and Bellingham School Board Member

For more information about Taking Action, visit: www.whatcomtakingaction.org. For more information about this project, or to get 
involved, contact Monica: (360) 715-0170 x303 or monicab@arcwhatcom.org.

This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number 
H17MC28297, Healthy Tomorrows Partnership for Children Program for $49,075 (66% is financed with nongovernmental sources). This information or content and conclusions 
are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government.

WE NEED YOU
Input from parents is critical to 
creating a truly family friendly 
system for our county. We are 
looking for parents who are 
interested in serving on the 
advisory board for this project. 
If you would like to get involved 
or learn more about this project, 
contact Monica: 715-0170 x303, 
monicab@arcwhatcom.org.

This project builds on Taking Action’s 
previous work to establish a Single 

Entry Access to Services (SEAS) 
navigation system located within the 

Opportunity Council.



News and Views

Empower: May/June 2015The Parent Coalition of Whatcom CountyPage 2

Legislative Wrap-Up
The regular legislative session for 2015 ended in April. The legislature did not 
decide on a budget during the regular session, so a special session has been 
called to resolve the budget issues. Overall, this has been a fairly successful 
session for advocates for individuals with developmental disabilities. See 
below for a list of bills this session that impact individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families.

The following bills have been passed and signed by the Governor:
• Supported Living (HB 1307): Enforcement standards for residential 

services and support providers.
• Crisis Intervention Training (2SSB 5311): Creates crisis intervention 

training for all law enforcement, includes interaction with people with 
DD, standards for outside trainers.

• Parents for Parents Program (2SB 5486): Parent mentors for children with developmental disabilities in the foster 
care system.

• ABA Licensure (SB 5488): Establishes licensure for the practice of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA).
• Extend Competency Evaluation Deadlines (SB 5889): Extends deadline to complete evaluations while in jail from 7 

days to 14 days for people incompetent to stand trial.

The following bills have been passed and delivered to the Governor for his signature:
• Restraints in Schools (HB 1240): Prohibits the planned use of aversive interventions, no restraints & isolation unless 

serious harm is likely.
• Extended Foster Care (SSB 5740): Provides extended foster care for non-minors not able to do certain activities, 

have DDA at meetings.
• Respite Providers (HB 1531): Removes expiration date on 300 hours a year for respite providers.
• Employment of People with Disabilities (HB 1636): State Employment Disability Parity Act, agencies will report on 

people employed with disabilities.
• Achieving a Better Life Experience (2SHB 2063): Create 529A savings accounts for people with disabilities per the 

federal ABLE Act.
• Abuse Definitions (SB 5600): Refines definitions of mental abuse and restraints used in DSHS facilities.
• Guardianship Complaints (SSB 5607): Creates a standard form for guardianship complaints, clarifies the complaint 

process, cost for families.
• Courthouse Facilitators (SB 5647): Allows counties to create guardianship courthouse facilitator programs.
• Transition Services (SB 5679): Clarifies transition services to be included in transition plans at age 16, but can be 

included as young as age 14.

The following bills still need to be resolved as part of the budget process:
• Autism Screening (SB 5317): Requires screening and payment for autism and developmental delays for children in 

medicaid programs.
• High Priority Violations in Facilities (HB 2221): Creates a Priority Response Unit in the Long Term Care Ombuds 

office to respond to high priority complaints of abuse.
• Social-Emotional Learning (2SSB 5688): Convenes a work group on social emotional learning that builds upon what 

is being done in early learning.
• JLEC A&D (SB 5436): Continues the work of the joint legislative executive committee on aging and disability until 

December 2020.
• Chemical Action Plans (2SHB 1472): Uses chemical action plans to require safer chemicals in Washington State, 

bans five flame retardants but not substitutes.
• Early Care and Education System (SHB 1491): Early Start - integrates child care and preschool (preference given 

to programs for special needs).

Free Access Pass
The National Park Service is offering a free pass to federal recreation sites for people with 
disabilities who present documentation of disability status and ask for the free Access Pass. This 
life-long pass provides that person, along with three other adults, free admission to federal 
recreation sites around the country. For more details, visit www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm.

Washington State Parks also offers pass programs that reduce or waive camping, moorage and 
watercraft launch fees for limited-income senior citizens, disabled veterans, foster parents and 
people with disabilities. For more information, visit www.discoverpass.wa.gov/131/Exemptions.
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Been There, Read That
Book reviews from Whatcom Families

“Down Syndrome: What You CAN Do” by Kim and Qadoshyah Fish
This is a great book that I recommend for all parents with a child with Down syndrome. 
It may not appeal to everyone—I only say that because it may be a big, overwhelming 
book—but it’s chock full of all sorts of information for all sorts of minds! The information 
I read and learned about Down syndrome came mostly from that book, and it certainly 
provided me and my family with some detailed information about Down syndrome. 
It is full of facts and information, ideas for therapies, promotes early intervention and 
talks about health concerns and conditions that I often discuss with my physicians. 
There are also personal stories shared, giving inspiration and connection. I enjoyed 
learning more about health and wellness myself as it’s a general interest of mine and 
feel that is one area I completely understood!  It is a large book with many pages of 
fairly recent and updated information.  –Krissy Eiben, parent of Koll

From the Authors: This book is written to inform you about Down syndrome and to give you 
hope. It is written with the hope that anyone involved with someone that has Down syndrome 
will be able to think differently than I did that day in the hospital. It is not compiled and written 
to tell you what you won’t be able to do or what the person with Down syndrome can’t do. It 
is written to tell you all that you can do for someone with Down syndrome.
*If you have a book or resource review you’d like to share, please email christines@arcwhatcom.org.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS UPDATE
We have wonderful Special Olympics programs in Whatcom County that are 
open to children and adults age eight and older. Regionals just wrapped up in 
April, and the State Summer Games are scheduled for May 29-31st at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord. Events this spring included swimming, soccer, and track & field. 

Bellingham Independents had 22 swimmers compete in regionals at the King 
County Aquatic Center in Federal Way on April 18th. Fourteen participants 
earned gold medals and are going on to State! In the regional soccer competition 
on April 25th, the Unified soccer teams earned gold and silver medals and the 
traditional soccer team earned a Bronze. Seven individuals participated in the 
soccer skills competition and two earned gold medals. Softball is starting up this 
summer on June 14th, with practices on Sundays from 2-4pm. 

Summer sports start soon! For Bellingham Independents, contact Dave Frick: (360) 
296-1537 or dfrickso@yahoo.com. For Bellingham Schools Teams, contact Dominique 

Lantange: (360) 676-6470 ext. 7195  or Dominique.Lantagne@bellinghamschools.org. For North Whatcom Teams, 
contact Steve Barthlow: (360) 332-6601 or sbarthlow@webmail.blainesd.org.

Cameron won a gold medal in freestyle 
swim and backstroke.

Xavier won a gold medal in assisted 
swim and silver in water walking.

North Whatcom Softball Team



Community Events
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Autism
200 Series

Autism 200 is a series of free classes for parents and caregivers 
of children with autism sponsored by Seattle Children’s 
Autism Center. You must RSVP in advance. Contact Jessica: 
jessicaburchiel@gmail.com.

Autism 205: Navigating the IEP Process
 7:00pm-8:30pm, Thursday, May 21

Instructor: Stacy Gillett, Education Ombudsman for WA State
 Western Washington University Speech-Language Clinic

AIC Building, 516 High Street, Bellingham

www.seattlechildrens.org/clinics-programs/autism-center/resources

ASK THE ADVOCATE WORKSHOP

Help! Puberty!
Talking with our children about the birds and the bees

6-8pm, Tuesday, May 19
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center

2602 McLeod Road, Bellingham

At this workshop, participants will learn positive, practical 
and realistic ways to help your and your child:

• Prepare for and understand puberty.
• Deal with mood swings, hygiene and periods.
• Build awareness of privacy and safety.
• Talk about relationships, touch and boundaries.

Please RSVP: 360-715-0170, ext. 303, monicab@
arcwhatcom.org. Supervised care for family members is 

available if you RSVP by May 15th.

Buddy Break is a free respite program where kids with 
special needs (VIP kids) make new friends and enjoy all kinds 
of activities, while caregivers get a break! This program is 
provided through partnerships with local churches. 2015 
Buddy Break schedule: Saturdays, 10am-1pm on May 16, 
June 20, July 18 and August 22. Reservations are required, 
so call now! 

To find out more, call Northside Community Church: (360) 
398-1442, ext. 14 or email buddybreaknorthside@yahoo.com.

Adaptive Cycle Expo
 11am - 2pm • Saturday, May 16
Civic Field Stadium, Bellingham

FREE EVENT • OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

Celebrate National Bike 
Month and discover why 
cycling is for EVERYONE! The 
Outdoors for All Foundation 
will be bringing a small fleet 
of adaptive cycles that will 
allow people of all abilities 
to enjoy cycling. Have a go 
on these unique bikes, which 
include hand-cycles for riders 

with limited or no leg movement, 3 - 4 wheel cycles for those 
who need more stability, and tandem cycles for those who want 
a guide while cycling. We will have cycles for kids and adults. 
The Outdoors for All staff is skilled at selecting the right type of 
bike to meet your needs. 

This event is sponsored by St. Joseph Hospital Center for 
Rehabilitation Medicine and supported by everybodyBIKE.

For information, contact Bellingham Parks and Recreation’s 
Amanda Grove at (360) 778-7000 or agrove@cob.org.

More Than Words Parent Autism Training
This summer, Western Washington University is offering a More 
Than Words Workshop to parents of preschool children who 
have recently been diagnosed with autism. Please contact Dr. 
Eva Baharav at (360) 650-3157 or email eva.baharav@wwu.edu 
with questions about the workshop & program.

UPCOMING PARENT TO PARENT DATES
Super Sitter Training 

Monday-Wednesday, June 29-July 1
For registration forms please contact the P2P office at (360) 

255-2056. Partial Scholarships are available.

Summer Family Barbecue
Saturday, July 11, 6-7:30pm

Bloedel Donovan Park, Multi Purpose Gym 
For more information, contact P2P at (360) 255-2056.
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Autism Outreach Project
Upcoming workshop offered in Bellingham via teleconference: 
Friday, May 29th: What’s Play Got to Do with Classroom Learning?
Single-day courses are $90 for professionals and $30 for parents of children with autism spectrum disorder.

For more information or to register, visit:  https://www.nwesd.org/aop/training or call (888) 704-9633.

Shop at the Community Food Co-Op on May 16th to Support YASA
Every year the Co-op Board of Directors selects 12 community organizations to receive 
a Community Shopping Day. Selected organizations receive 2% of one day’s sales, all 
register donations made during the month through the Donate the Difference program, 
and have the opportunity to educate shoppers about their programs in the Co-op 
newsletter and with in-store displays.  

The Arc’s Young Adult Self-Advocacy program is the grateful recipient of a Community 
Shopping Day this year! There are two ways you can help:
• Shop the third Saturday of the month (May 16th) at either Co-op location. The Co-op 

will donate 2% of total sales from this day to The Arc. And be sure and stop by The 
Arc’s table to visit with members of the YASA group!

• Donate the Difference - you can round up your purchase at the register on any day of the month of May to 
“Donate the Difference” to YASA.

Down syndrome Outreach 

Spring Fling
12-3pm • Sunday, May 17
Fairhaven Park Pavilion

Down syndrome Outreach (DsO) is excited for the Spring Fling, an annual family support event on May 17th from 
noon to 3pm at the beautiful Fairhaven Park Pavilion. This fun event for DsO families provides an opportunity  to meet 
new families and reconnect with others. It is a great chance for the young and old to be with our DsO community,  
learn what our community members have already accomplished in 2015, and enjoy a wonderful afternoon, rain 
or shine! If desired, families can bring a gently used toy or book and exchange with something new to them. The 
Fairhaven Park Pavilion is a lovely area where we can gather for a potluck, and have a variety of activities offered 
inside and out, including the playground.  

Volunteers help make this event successful by helping with childcare so that parents can relax and be with one 
another as well. Following last year’s event, Kyla Yorkoski stated, “As a volunteer, I got to help set up different 
activities and interact with children while families had the chance to socialize with one another and relax. All of the 
kids and families were so fun to be around and everyone had a great time.” This reflection is a great example of how 
volunteers and families feel supported at the Spring Fling.

Please bring a potluck dish to share, if possible (last names A-M bring something savory; N-Z bring something sweet), 
a gently used toy or book to exchange with your friends, and yourselves! Hot dogs and beverages will be provided. 
We look forward to spending a spring afternoon in the park with you!

If you are interested in helping with the event, please contact Jessika: jessikah@arcwhatcom.org or (360)715-0170 
ext. 304.

*This event is in an accessible location. For sign language interpreter service, assistive listening devices, 
or a communication material in any alternative format, please call 10 days in advance: (360) 715-0170.



Programs & People

Empower: May/June 2015The Parent Coalition of Whatcom CountyPage 6

You are invited to attend...

THE ARC OF WHATCOM COUNTY’S ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
5:00-7:00pm • Wednesday, May 13

Bloedel Donovan Park Multipurpose Building
2214 Electric Avenue, Bellingham

RSVP: (360) 715-0170 ext 305, admin@arcwhatcom.org

We will be sharing progress updates and working together to create effective programs and inclusive activities. Your 
participation is crucial as we expand and improve our services. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. Pizza 
and light refreshments will be provided. To make this event as accessible as possible for families, childcare will also be 
provided. Please RSVP by May 8th so we can plan accordingly. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting!

GET INVOLVED...MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
As members of The Arc, you have the power to guide programs,
activities and more. This is a unique opportunity to make your 
voice heard and help impact your family and our community.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• Your membership helps to fund programs for local individuals with 

developmental disabilities, their families and organizations that serve them 
in Whatcom County.

• As a member, you will receive newsletters from the local Parent Coalition, 
The Arc of Washington State and The Arc of the United States. Learn more 
about what people with developmental disabilities are doing and the issues 
impacting them.

• Your membership helps fund national research about the causes of 
developmental disabilities.

• You will receive information in the mail about special events and opportunities 
sponsored by The Arc of Whatcom County and the agencies we help sponsor.

Together, we can help make sure that every person
with a developmental disability has the opportunity

and support to live the life he or she chooses.



The Parent Coalition
The Arc of Whatcom County provides 
leadership support for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
parents/guardians. The goal of the 
Parent Coalition is to enable persons 
with developmental disabilities and their 
parents/guardians to become effective 
and involved in accessing services. 

The Parent Coalition newsletter
is published monthly by:

The Arc of Whatcom County
Dan Godwin Community Center 

2602 McLeod Road 
Bellingham, WA 98225

(360) 715-0170
www.arcwhatcom.org

OFFICE HOURS: 9am-12pm M-F

Newsletter Production Staff:
Christine Stone, Monica Burke, 
Sonja Hellinga, Olivia Murguia, 

Mt. Baker High School students and volunteers

Executive Director: Beverly Porter
Office Manager: Christine Stone
Program Director: Monica Burke

DsO & YASA: Jessika Houston

Board of Directors
Missy Bartel, President

Todd Childs, Vice President
Susan Radke, Secretary

Katie Edson, Dale Whipple, 
Bobbie Wiley, Leon Kinsley

and Susan Larson

Stay Connected
Online Community Calendar: 
Visit The Arc’s website at www.
arcwhatcom.org and click on 
Events.

Facebook: Visit our FB page: www.
facebook.com/ArcWhatcom for the 
latest information and events.

E-alerts: The Parent Coalition emails 
updates on legislation, workshops 
and upcoming activities. To sign up, 
visit www.arcwhatcom.org or email 
monicab@arcwhatcom.org.w

The Parent Coalition is funded by grants from the 
Developmental Disabilities  Program of Whatcom County, 

the United Way and your generous donations.

PARTNER AGENCY
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Remembering Dominic
May 15, 2001 - April 20, 2015
Dominic Tyler Andersen, age 13, of Bellingham, 
passed away cradled in his mother’s arms and 
surrounded by dad, sister Ava and special 
friend and caregiver Kathy Blackwell at home 
on Monday, April 20, 2015, from a lifetime of 
medical complications that stemmed from a 
micro-premature birth. Dominic was born on 
May 15, 2001, at Swedish Hospital in Seattle. 
He was born at 24 weeks gestation, 16 weeks 
premature. He weighed 1lb, 10oz at birth 
and spent the first six months of his life in 
the neonatal intensive care unit at Swedish. 
His premature birth led to many health and 
developmental obstacles that Dominic had to 
overcome each day of his life. Dominic had 
a deep love for life and people, especially his 
mom, who was everything to him. He loved 
live music and loved listening to his mom & 
sister play piano at home while he drummed along. The highlight of his summers 
was going to see Out of the Ashes play at Boundary Bay every Tuesday. Dominic 
loved going on car rides, and he loved riding in Dad’s red truck. Dominic loved 
culture, seeing performances at Mount Baker Theater, listening to classical music, 
seeing live music at Elizabeth Park, and had a love for children’s literature and film. 
Dominic had a large library of books, was proud of his stethoscope collection, and 
his unique view of the world around him was both entertaining and enlightening.

Dominic is survived by his parents, Craig & Jennifer Schouten (Jennifer has served 
on The Arc’s Board of Directors and is an active volunteer with The Arc), and his 
younger sister, Ava Schouten of Bellingham, grandparents Clair & Corrie Schouten 
of Bellingham and Lee & Julie Andersen of Lynden, uncles Chad Schouten of Custer 
and Tyler (Jen) Andersen and cousins Chapin & Riley Andersen of Rhododendron, 
OR, and the many lives of those he touched.

Dominic was a student in the Life Skills Special Education Program in the Bellingham 
School District, and enjoyed the opportunities to participate in Special Olympics 
bowling, pool therapy at Seattle Children’s Hospital, and adaptive aquatics at Arne 
Hanna when his health allowed.

His smile would light up a room, and his joy of life was unending. Despite 
uncountable medical interventions & hospitalizations, he lived his life with 
bravery, courage, and a happy heart. Although he could not talk, those around 
him witnessed how much communication is truly possible without speaking.

Dominic’s parents wish to thank the many healthcare, educational and 
developmental professionals who impacted his life. Special thanks to Dominic’s 
longtime pediatricians in Bellingham: Dr. Scott McGuinness, Dr. M. Greg 
Thompson, and Dr. Lessli Putney. Heartfelt thanks to the many other doctors and 
nurses at Seattle Children’s Hospital and PeaceHealth Medical Group Pediatrics 
who treated and cared for Dominic, plus numerous county and state agencies 
who worked on Dominic’s behalf.

Memorials in Dominic’s name may be made to Seattle Children’s Hospital Child 
Life Department, MS MA.4.121, PO Box 5371, Seattle, WA 98145-5005.

Dominic was a fighter from the start, and he fought the good fight.

Photo credit: Lesley Keefer

Photo credit: Lesley Keefer
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DID YOU KNOW?
Every month, a group of 
volunteers from Mount Baker 
High School comes to The Arc 
to produce the newsletter you 
hold in your hands. Thank you 
Becki Cronk and students for 
your tireless effort to get this 
information out every month!

8 Friday, 12-1:30pm
The Arc’s Autism Support Group
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center 
2602 McLeod Road 
Contact Monica: 715-0170, ext 303

11 Monday, 7-8:30pm
Parent to Parent Support Meeting
WCEL, 2001 H St
Contact Christine: 255-2056, ext 1

13 Wednesday, 5-7pm
Annual Membership Meeting & Pizza Party
(see page 6 for details)

16 Saturday, 7am-9pm
Community Shopping Day at the Co-Op
(see page 5 for details)

16 Saturday, 11am-2pm 
Adaptive Cycle Expo
(see page 4 for details)

16 Saturday, 6–7pm
People First Meeting
114 W Magnolia, Suite 106
Contact Susan: 738-2060

17 Sunday, 12-3pm
DsO Spring Fling
(see page 5 for details)

18 Monday, 6-8pm 
Spin Dance
Senior Center, 315 Halleck Street
Contact Amanda: 778-7000

19 Tuesday, 6-8pm
PC Workshop: Help! Puberty!
(see page 4 for details)

21 Thursday, 11:30am-1pm
SEPAC Meeting
Bellingham Public Schools District Office
1306 Dupont Street, Room 212  
Contact Special Education: 360-676-6458

21 Thursday, 7-8:30pm 
Autism 205: Navigating the IEP Process
(see page 4 for details)

June 2015
1 Monday, 5:30-6:30pm
The Arc’s Volunteer Orientation 
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center 
2602 McLeod Road 
Contact Makenna: 715-0170, ext 205

6 Saturday, 10am-12:30pm
Young Adult Self-Advocacy
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center 
2602 McLeod Road 
Contact Jessika: 715-0170, ext 304

May 2015

Community Summit:
“Exceed the Possible”

June 16-18, 2015
Wenatchee Convention Center

 121 N. Wenatchee Ave, Wenatchee
The Summit  will offer a series of national 
and local presenters. The three sessions are: 
Imagine, Engage & Empower; Local & Global; 
and Making It Happen!

The opening keynote speaker is Victoria Castle, 
an international speaker, trainer, humorist, 
and author of  The Trance of Scarcity which 
addresses our cultural pre-disposition to “not 
enough-ness”. As an Embodiment coach, she 
works with teams and leaders to bring forth 
the best in themselves and others. Victoria is 
known for her practicality and sense of humor.

For more information and to register, 
visit http://www.communitysummit.ws/ 

or call (206) 388-6307.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


