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Developmental	Disabilities	Program	Evaluation
- Statewide Audit on Services - 

Each year, Washington spends more than $900 million to help about 22,000 
children and adults who have neurological disorders – intellectual disability, 
epilepsy, autism, and others – live safe, healthy, and independent lives. The 
Division of Developmental Disabilities in the Department of Social and Health 
Services provides services and programs such as job training, medical, housing, 
and personal care, either directly or by contracting with service providers. Most 
clients live in their own homes, with their families or in group homes across the 
state. About 850 live in institutions, including Lakeland Village, Yakima Valley 
School, Fircrest, and Rainier School.

Several issues complicate the challenge of serving the developmental disabilities community:
• Due to a growing population and limited state resources, the Division serves only about half of those who meet 

financial and physical eligibility requirements. To put this in perspective, that means only 22,000 of the 40,000 
individuals with developmental disabilities receive services. 

• Clients, family members, and advocates have opposing views on many policy issues, such as whether clients are 
better served in the community rather than in large state facilities, and whether the Division should require or 
only encourage clients to participate in employment programs.

Audit	Objectives
The State Auditor’s Office will perform a comprehensive performance 
audit of Washington’s Developmental Disabilities Division. The audit will 
evaluate the program’s performance against its own goals, benchmarks for 
comparable programs, and programs in other states. Areas to be examined 
include: 

• Providing timely services.
• Responding to increased demand for services.
• Offering high-quality services in settings that fit clients’ needs.
• Helping clients achieve positive outcomes.
• Providing services cost-effectively.
• Monitoring the contracts of service providers.

The audit will answer the following questions:
• Is Washington’s Developmental Disabilities 

Division providing effective services and programs 
for people with developmental disabilities?

• What steps can Washington take to improve the 
effectiveness of its services and programs for 
people with developmental disabilities?

The audit results are expected to be released in Spring 
2013. Information will be posted in the newsletter.

Want	to	Provide	Input	for	the	Audit?
As part of the assessment, five focus groups were recently 
held around the state. The goal was to better understand how 
individuals and families experience the state’s DD program. 

If you weren’t able to attend a focus group, you can still provide 
input: www.surveymonkey.com/s/DDDFeedback. If you don’t 
have internet access, contact the Audit Coordinator: (360) 
725-9732. Thank you for taking the time to share your story!
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The	Latest	in	Whatcom	County	&	Washington	State

HealthMeet™:	Health	Promotion	for	
People	with	Intellectual	Disabilities	

The Arc of the United States is launching a new health promotion project, 
thanks to a new three-year cooperative agreement with the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC). HealthMeet™ will aim to raise awareness of and reduce 
the significant health disparities often experienced by people with intellectual 
disabilities (ID), including those with autism. The goal is to move more than 
6,000 people with ID of all ages through a basic, free, non-invasive health 
screening that is conducted by volunteer health professionals. 

The CDC helped The Arc shape the pilot plan for the initial five locations:  
Massachusetts; San Francisco, CA; New Jersey; Pittsburgh, PA; and North 
Carolina. After the pilot phase, the five different program models will be 
evaluated and hopefully replicated in other areas.

For more information, contact The Arc of the United States: (202)534-3700, 
info@thearc.org, or visit: www.thearc.org for project information.

The	Arc’s	Parent	Coalition
to	Host	Legislative	Coffee

-	Wednesday,	December	5th	-
An important goal of the Parent Coalition is to provide the connections and 
resources for families to make their voices heard. The Annual Legislative 
Coffee provides a relaxed environment for people to meet their legislators 
face-to-face and communicate their experiences in a meaningful way. 

Prior to the coffee, there is an informational forum and guided discussion. 
Whether you are knowledgeable about the legislative process or 
completely new, this information is important to make the most of the 
opportunity with the legislators. The event is scheduled for 9:30am-
12:30pm, Wednesday, December 5th at The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community 
Center, 2602 McLeod Road, Bellingham. Due to limited space, please 
register by calling Monica at 715-0170, ext. 303.

At the 2011 Legislative Coffee, Representative Jason Overstreet 
(pictured on the far left) listened to families and discussed the 
government’s tightening budget and impact on our community.

Property	Tax	Relief	for	Seniors
and	Individuals	with	Disabilities

If you are a senior citizen or person with disability, you may qualify for 
property tax relief. To be eligible, you must: 

• Be age 61 or older on December 31 of filing year (no age 
requirement for people with disabilities). 

• The owner and occupant of a single family dwelling, mobile home, 
or one unit in multi-unit or cooperative housing. 

• Have combined disposable income of $35,000 or less for the prior 
year (including income of spouse and co-tenant). 

• File a claim with the County Assessor between Jan 2 - Dec 31.

For more information, contact the Whatcom County Assessor 360-676-
6790 or visit http://dor.wa.gov/Docs/Pubs/Prop_Tax/SeniorDefs.pdf.

MARK	YOUR	
CALENDARS

33rd	Annual	Disability	
Legislative	Reception

5:30-7:30pm
Wednesday,	January	23,	2013

 Columbia Room  - Legislative Building
 Capitol Campus, Olympia

Legislators and the new governor will be 
working on a new budget. This legislative 
reception is a wonderful opportunity 
to share how the budgets, policies and 
services impact you and your family.

For more information on the legislative 
reception or the Advocacy Days in 
Olympia, call: 1-888-754-8798, ext. 105, 
e-mail: bean@arcwa.org.

2013	Advocacy	Day	Schedule
Jan 23         Briefing/Reception
Feb 6          Session Overview 
Feb 13      Employment
Feb 20        Medicaid Services
Feb 27        HCBS Waivers
Mar 6         Independent Living Day
Mar 13       Budget Review
Mar 20       Respite/Family Services
Mar 27       Behavior Supports
April 3        Healthcare
April 10      Civil Rights
April 17      Session Wrap-up



The	Parent	Coalition
The Arc of Whatcom County provides 
leadership support for individuals with 
developmental disabilities and their 
parents/guardians. The goal of the 
Parent Coalition is to enable persons 
with developmental disabilities and 
their parents/guardians to become 
effective and involved in accessing 
community services. 

The Parent Coalition newsletter
is published monthly by:

The Arc of Whatcom County
Dan Godwin Community Center 

2602 McLeod Road 
Bellingham, WA 98225

(360) 715-0170
www.arcwhatcom.org

OFFICE HOURS: 9am-12pm M-F

Newsletter	Production	Staff:
Amy McKinley, Nancy Briegel, Christine Stone, 

Sonja Hellinga, Olivia Murguia, Amanda Daviau,
Mt. Baker High School students and other volunteers. 

Executive	Director:	Beverly Porter
Office	Manager:	Christine Stone

Coalition	Co-Coordinator:	Monica Burke

Board	of	Directors
Ken Larson, President

Katie Edson, Vice President
Melissa Bartel, Secretary
Patty Reimers, Treasurer

Dale Whipple and Bobbie Wiley

The Arc of Whatcom County Board meets the 
last Saturday of the month from 10am-12pm.

All are welcome to attend.

Stay	Connected
Community	 Calendar:	 Visit The Arc’s 
online calendar: www.arcwhatcom.org (click 
on “events”)

Facebook:	 Visit our FB page: www.
facebook.com/ArcWhatcom for the latest 
information and events.

E-alerts:	 The Parent Coalition emails 
updates on legislation, workshops and 
upcoming activities. To sign up, email 
monicab@arcwhatcom.org.

The Parent Coalition is funded by grants from the 
Developmental Disabilities Program of Whatcom 

County, the United Way and your donations.
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Community	Activities	and	Opportunities

YOU	can	make	a	difference.
Get involved with The Arc today!

PARTNER AGENCY

“Make	the	Most	of
Your	Appointments”
ASK	THE	ADVOCATE	WORKSHOP
6:30-8:30pm,	Tuesday,	November	13
The	Arc’s	Dan	Godwin	Community	Center

2602	McLeod	Road,	Bellingham

This workshop will help you prepare and organize 
yourself and your family for successful, productive 
appointments with schools, doctors, and government 
agencies. Please RSVP: 715-0170, ext. 303, monicab@
arcwhatcom.org. Supervised	care	for	family	members	
is	available	if	you	RSVP	by	Friday,	November	9.

Volunteers are very important to the success 
of regional events, state events and Special 
Olympics Washington. Background checks are 
not needed for “day of” volunteers. 

To volunteer, contact: Scott Friberg (NW 
Region Sports & Programs Manager) 206-362-
4949, ext 214, sfriberg@sowa.org.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Regional Basketball Tournament - Stanwood

Sunday, February 3

WA State Winter Games - Wenatchee
Friday, March 1 - Sunday, March 3

THE	ARC’S	HOLIDAY	SCHEDULE
In celebration of upcoming holidays, 
The Arc of Whatcom County office 
will be closed: November 22-23 and 
December 24-January 1. 

COMMUNITY	RESOURCES        
The Opportunity Council’s Community 
Resources Center connects people 
with resources to help meet basic 
needs such as food and housing. Visit 
The OC at 1111 Cornwall Avenue, 
Bellingham or call 734-5121 ext. 370.

Another resource during the holidays 
is your DDD case-manager at the 
Bellingham office: 714-5000.

The Sprout Film Festival
Inspiring and Enlightening Films about People with Developmental Disabilities

In June 2012, The Arc of Whatcom County brought the National Sprout Film Festival to the Pickford 
Film Center in Bellingham. This first annual event was a tremendous success. Nearly 400 people  were 
entertained, educated and inspired by films that help breakdown stereotypes and promote a greater 
acceptance of differences and awareness of similarities.

The second annual film festival will be held in Spring 2013, and we are looking forward to sharing these 
inspiring films with even more people in our community.

To make this happen, we need your help. If you are interested, contact Amy: 715-0170, ext. 309, 
amym@arcwhatcom.org. Let’s make it another wonderful inclusion and awareness opportunity for all!



Need	a	unique,	inspiring	gift?
This beautiful, inspiring calendar makes a 
unique gift for families, friends, neighbors, 
teachers and anyone special on your holiday 
list. Your generous support (suggested 
donation is $10 per calendar) will help 
fund valuable programs for the individuals 

with developmental disabilities.

To order, please call: 715-0170, ext 305
or email christines@arcwhatcom.org.

The	Arc	of	Whatcom	County
Dan Godwin Community Center 
2602 McLeod Road 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
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December	2012
1	Saturday,	10am-12pm
Youth	Self	Advocacy
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 McLeod Road 
Contact Beverly: 715-0170 ext 306

5	Wednesday,	9:30am-12:30pm
Parent	Coalition	Legislative	Coffee
(see page 2 for details)

8 Saturday,	12-2pm
Parent	to	Parent	Holiday	Party	
Bloedel Donovan Park
2214 Electric Avenue
Contact Christine: 255-2056

11	Tuesday,	12pm-1:30pm
Interagency	Coordinating	Council
St. Luke’s Health Education Center 
3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham
Contact Monica: 715-0170 ext 303

15	Saturday,	6pm
People	First	of	Whatcom	County
Center for Independent Living
114 West Magnolia, Suite 104
Contact Ken: 441-0104 

17	Monday,	6-8pm
Spin	Dance
Senior Center, 315 Halleck Street
Contact Amanda: 778-7000

November	2012
10	Saturday,	9am-3pm
P2P	Helping	Parent	Training
WCEL, 2001 H Street
Contact Christine: 255-2056

13	Ask	the	Advocate	Workshop	
“Making	the	Most	of	Appointments”
(see page 3 for details)

15	Thursday,	7-8:30pm
Autism	200	Workshop	Series
Autism from a Sibling’s Perspective
WWU Communications Clinic
Contact: 850-3157, eva.baharav@wwu.edu

17	Saturday,	10am-12pm	
The	Arc’s	Board	of	Directors	Meeting
The Arc’s Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 McLeod Road 
Contact Christine: 715-0170 ext 305

19	Monday,	6-8pm
Spin	Dance
Senior Center, 315 Halleck Street
Contact Amanda: 778-7000

Calendar	of	Events

All listed events are in Bellingham
unless otherwise noted.

	
Election	Day

is	Tuesday,	November	6th.	
Ballot Drop Sites are open in 
Blaine, Deming, Everson, Ferndale, 
Laurel, Lynden and adjacent to the 

Whatcom County Courthouse. 

All drop sites close Election Day, 
November 6th at 8:00 pm.  

The	Arc’s	Parent	Coalition	
to	Host	Legislative	Coffee
Come meet your state legislators 

and share your experiences.
Discuss government services and 

the impact on your family.
See	page	2	for	details.


